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What
- Oral presentation of your project in 10 minutes  
- 5 minutes for questions 
- 7 class sessions for presentations 
  (5 or 6 students per session) 



When  
- First 6 presentations will be April 1. 



Why  
- Communicating your work to colleagues.  
- A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to think about 

the Dos and Dont’s of delivering a good 
presentation. 

- Develop good habits.



Where  
- room 174 



Who (as authors)
- you 
- your advisor 
- your reader 

Who (as audience) 
- your classmates, colleagues 
- for practice: your friends, your family



How  
- Presentation Design 
- Slide Design 
- Delivering the Talk



Do:  Know the rules before you break the rules. 
• title of the project 
• authors and affiliations 
• introduction: context and research question 
• methodology 
• results (current results)  
• conclusion / next steps 
• acknowledgements
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Do:  Motivate, motivate, motivate and don't forget to motivate. 

• What is the background story?  
• What is your contribution?  
• motivate why this problem is interesting 
• motivate why the problem is hard 
• motivate why the solution makes sense  
• motivate why an experiment is insightful 
• include references but with a specific purpose 

Presentation Design



Do: Consider the difference between science & art
• Doing research versus communicating the results. 
• Telling a story versus technical documentation.  
• Technically exhaustive versus artistic tention.  
• Good communication is finding a cleaver balance  

great 
scientific 
results

poor 
scientific 
results

great 
communication

poor 
communication

Presentation Design



Note: Surprisingly little of your hard work will be in the 
presentation. That’s ok. It’s necessary ! 

Hence, start now !  
• this week, find 5 minutes to sketch outline. 
• next week, find 30 minutes to make your first slides. 
• ask for help / advice.

Presentation Design

• You have to make hard (surprising) choices.   
• Hard choices take lots of time.   
• A well designed presentation will require many 

hours and many revisions. 



Don’t:  be seduced by the powers of jargon
• its very dangerous to assume others are familiar 

with your jargon.  
• language can be clear and precise without being 

overly technical. 

Presentation Design



Slide Design

Your presentation is your voice, not your slides.



Don’t:  be seduced by the powers of Power Point
• Slides are bullet points not a script 
• Balanced composition… justify your content 
• Avoid clutter… ‘less is more’ 
• Logos, styles, clip-art 
• Slides intended to be read 
• Slides intended to make an impression

Slide Design







Do: plan minimally 1 minute per slide.  

• 10 minute talk… about 10 slides.

Slide Design



A nanopublication is the smallest unit of 
publishable information. 

A nanopublication is the smallest unit of 
publishable information. 
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• White - the most important colour of all
Do: Colours… use don’t abuse.

Slide Design

Blue on Black

Dont do it !





Delivering your talk
Do: Synchronize your presence with your slides with 
everyone else in the room.  

• voice 
• eyes 
• arms and legs 
• point to content on slides



Delivering your talk

Do: Make it fluid.  
• write a script for the presentation:  
• memorise slide transitions 
• memorise key points of each slide 

• practice… with an audience: 3X will bring you very 
close to perfection.  



https://hbr.org/2013/06/how-to-give-a-killer-presentation



On the basis of this experience, I’m convinced that giving a 
good talk is highly coachable. In a matter of hours, a 
speaker’s content and delivery can be transformed from 
muddled to mesmerizing.



http://www.ted.com/playlists/226/before_public_speaking



In 1976, Wurman coined the phrase "information architect" in response to the 
large amount of information generated in contemporary society, which is 
often presented with little care or order. Wurman said, "I thought the 
explosion of data needed an architecture, needed a series of systems, 
needed systemic design, a series of performance criteria to measure it."

Richard Saul Wurman



http://journalofia.org/volume3/issue2/03-resmini/


