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Who
- you 
- your advisor 
- your reader 



What
- present your proposed project as poster 
- something like your contract:  
• Title of the project 
• Research question or problem to be 

investigated 
• Methodology & work plan 
• Deliverables of the project 
• Duration of the project  



Why  
- project planning  
- gaining experience in communication  



Where  
- room B1, B2, or B3 



When  
- 28 Januari:  Introduction to poster making  
- 11 Februari:  Draft poster discussion / reviews in small groups 

- bring your poster on A4, 5x 
-    25 Februari: Present posters in two rounds



How  
- Design, print, hang, present







Printing Options
(1) Karin Spaans @ MultiCopy Leiden 

contact: karin@leiden.multicopy.nl 
€ 32,50 (excluding tax) (€ 5,50 discount for one poster/per student) 

(2) Erik Deul @ https://www.strw.leidenuniv.nl/local/posters.php  
contact: posters@strw.leidenuniv.nl 
€35 (usually €50) 

(3) Department printer (A4 paper size) 
  Free :-)

mailto:karin@leiden.multicopy.nl
https://www.strw.leidenuniv.nl/local/posters.php
mailto:posters@strw.leidenuniv.nl


Some Issues in Scientific Communication  



Kinds of Communication 
• Informal: office, lunch, coffee  
• Formal: lectures, seminars, conferences 
• Private: email, comment lines, meetings, white papers 
• Public: articles, books, talks, posters 



• Information Overload   
• Need for Networking

Posters are a response to: 



Example poster session 
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http://www.iscb.org/ismb2014-submission/ismb2014-call-for-posters


Tips on Poster Design



• title 
• introduction 
• methods 
• results 
• conclusion

Tip 1:  Know the rules before you break the rules. 

• title of the project 
• research question or problem to be investigated 
• methodology & work plan 
• deliverables of the project 
• duration of the project



BioSemantics Knowledge Discovery Pipeline 
data sources ‘coordinated’ data (nanopublications) 

redundancy reduction
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store
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data mining*
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{
research / funding priorities
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* indicates that the workflow accommodates an ensemble of crowd sourced software applications.

http://www.biosemantics.org


• people like you ? 
• from different disciplines ?  
• non-technical ? 
• its a small-world… are you networking ?

Tip 2: Know your (target) audience



• people like you ? 
• from different disciplines ?  
• non-technical ? 
• its a small-world… are you networking ?

Tip 2.5:  Don’t be seduced by the powers of jargon

Tip 2: Know your (target) audience





Tip 3: Consider the difference between science & art
• Doing research versus communicating the results. 
• Telling a story versus technical documentation.  
• Technically exhaustive versus artistic tention.  
• Good communication is finding a cleaver balance  

great 
scientific 
results

poor 
scientific 
results

great 
communication

poor 
communication



Tip 4: Surprisingly little of your hard work will be in the poster

Consider handouts



Tip 5: The poster tells a complete story, 
even though your work is never ‘done’. 

Films are never finished, they are just released.  
- John Lasseter, Pixar



Tip 6: Which font ? What size ? 



A nanopublication is the smallest 
unit of publishable information. 
A nanopublication is the smallest unit 
of publishable information. 
A nanopublication is the smallest unit of publishable 
information. 
A nanopublication is the smallest 
unit of publishable information. 

Tip 6: Which font ? What size ? 



A nanopublication is the smallest 
unit of publishable information. 
A nanopublication is the smallest unit of publishable 
information. 

A nanopublication is the smallest unit of publishable information. 

A nanopublication is the smallest unit of publishable information. 

Tip 6: Which font ? What size ? 



White - the most important color of all

Tip 7: Colors… use don’t abuse.



White - the most important color of all

Tip 7: Colors… use don’t abuse.

Blue on Black

Dont do it !



See “Colours in movie posters since 1914"
http://www.vijayp.ca/blog/2012/06/colours-in-movie-posters-since-1914/

Just for fun… 

http://www.vijayp.ca/blog/2012/06/colours-in-movie-posters-since-1914/






http://www.lorentzcenter.nl/posters/



Design and Communications (not necessarily about scientific posters): 
Useful tips: http://www.personal.psu.edu/drs18/postershow/ 
Typography:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBoVoj5jLfc 
Typography:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xwahw7mdeXQ 
Typography - a bit sassy:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y50Dmh3SWys 
Colours in movie posters: http://www.vijayp.ca/blog/2012/06/colours-in-movie-posters-since-1914/ 
Design Conflicts:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DNv3PEuPO8 
General design issues: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTKcPJVYvbI

How to Create a Research Poster (NYU):
http://guides.nyu.edu/posters 

Poster Templates 
http://www.postersession.com/poster-templates.php

Some Resources 

Creating Effective Poster Presentations
Introduction videos: http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/Videos.html 
Do's and dont’s of good poster design: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agtgnJP3KoQ  
How to Give a Poster Presentation:  http://www.lel.ed.ac.uk/~mdowman/mike_dowman_how_to_give_a_poster_presentation.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBoVoj5jLfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xwahw7mdeXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y50Dmh3SWys
http://www.vijayp.ca/blog/2012/06/colours-in-movie-posters-since-1914/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-DNv3PEuPO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTKcPJVYvbI
http://guides.nyu.edu/posters
http://www.postersession.com/poster-templates.php
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/Videos.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agtgnJP3KoQ
http://www.lel.ed.ac.uk/~mdowman/mike_dowman_how_to_give_a_poster_presentation.html

